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Welcome! Merry Christmas! We're so glad you've joined us this evening! Children are 
welcome to make an ornament at any point in the service. All children are welcome to join in 

the Christmas pageant as either animals or angels and should make their way to the back 
during the singing of "In the bleak Midwinter" on page 9. You are welcome to accompany any 

child who would like the support.  
 

Christmas Eve 
 
Opening Hymn               O Come, all ye Faithful   please stand 
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Opening Prayer 
 
Presider       I bring you good news of great joy: 
People            a Savior has been born to you. 
Presider          Unto us a child is born, 
People  unto us a Son is given. 
Presider And his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 
God of hope and expectation, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of 
the true Light: Your word is born to those who have no place and sung to those who watch in 
the wild; may his birth unsettle our world with hidden glory and untold peace; through Jesus 
Christ, the Child of Promise. Amen.  
 
Gloria          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
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Hymn        What Child is This 
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How the Light Comes - Jan Richardson 
 

I cannot tell you 
how the light comes. 

 
What I know 

is that it is more ancient 
than imagining. 

 
That it travels 

across an astounding expanse 
to reach us. 

 
That it loves 

searching out 
what is hidden, 

what is lost, 
what is forgotten 

or in peril 
or in pain. 

 
That it has a fondness 

for the body, 
for finding its way 

toward flesh, 
for tracing the edges 

of form, 
for shining forth 
through the eye, 

the hand, 
the heart. 

 
I cannot tell you 

how the light comes, 
but that it does. 
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That it will. 
That it works its way 
into the deepest dark 

that enfolds you, 
though it may seem 
long ages in coming 
or arrive in a shape 
you did not foresee. 

 
And so 

may we this day 
turn ourselves toward it. 

May we lift our faces 
to let it find us. 

May we bend our bodies 
to follow the arc it makes. 

May we open 
and open more 
and open still 

to the blessed light 
that comes.  
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Hymn—It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
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Hymn                In the Bleak Midwinter 
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Christmas Pageant—any child wishing to join in the pageant should make their way to the back. 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth. 
 
Once in Royal David’s City 
 

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
Away in a Manger 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous straings 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why these songs of happy cheer? 
What great brightness did you see? What glad tidings did you hear? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
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Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
The First Nowell 
 

The first Nowell, the angel did say, 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the King of Israel. 
 
We Three Kings 
 
We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 

O star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
Joy to the World 
 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The savior reigns; 
Let us our songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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Hymn            Go Tell it on the Mountain 

 
Closing Prayer and Blessing 
 
The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light. 
 
For to us a child is born 
to us a Son is given. 
 
His name will be called 
Wonderful counsellor, mighty God, 
the everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace. 
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Glory to God in the highest 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ-child 
be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God be upon you this night  
and remain with you always. Amen.  
 
Dismissal        
 
Go in peace and joy, proclaiming love incarnate.   
Glory, thanks, and praise. 
 
 

For our final carol, we will light our candles and sing by candle light. Once your 
candle is lit, please pass on the light to those around you. 

 
 
Closing Hymn            Silent Night 

 
 

Music on following page 
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Silent Night 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We wish you a merry Christmas! 
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All music and lyrics reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729432. 
All rights reserved. 
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Poinsettia Dedications 
 

In Memory of her daughter Sheri Ailen 
Bonnie Walter-Cuff 

 
In Memory Patricia Sefton 

Mary Lou Sefton 
 

In Memory of Richard Rolander 
Loria Rolander 

 
In Memory of Susan Malet 

The Nalley Family 
 

In Memory of Kenneth C. Brown 
Jennifer Badde-Graves 

 
In Memory of Margaret Watts & Mary Anne Buerge 

Rod & Mary McAulay 
 

In Memory of David Kerr, Fatima & José Laborda, 
Arnold & Marion Harris, and William McConnell 

The Laborda Harris Family 
 

In Honor of Nancy A. Hall 
In Memory of Marie B. Phillips 

Linda Hall & Bill Phillips 
 

In Memory of her husband Vic and her son Curt 
Marilyn Metzgar 

 
In Memory of F. W. Johnstone 

Priscilla Johnstone 
 

In Gratitude for the work of the Altar Guild 
Linda Geiger 

 


