
 

1 

  

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 12, 2023 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Ministers         The People of the Parish 
Rector       The Rev. Christy Laborda Harris 
Deacon     The Rev. Kate Sefton 
Senior Warden         Jean Farmer 
Junior Warden          Meg Nalley 
Minister of Music             Miles McKenzie 
Cantor                                      Kristina Ibarra 
Administrative Assistant     Jun Kim 



 

2 

All hymns listed by number can be found in the blue 1982 hymnal in front of you.  
 

The Gathering of the Community 
 

Processional Hymn         61 "Sleepers, Wake!" A voice astounds us  please stand 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and ever. Amen. 
 
Beloved God, as we approach your Presence, guide and stir us with your Holy Spirit, that we 
may become one body, one spirit in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
Trisagion        

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
Holy God, whose fire of love never goes out: free us from the fear of scarcity that keeps us out 
of love's own feast; renew our trust in your abundance which knows no death and keeps no 
count; through Jesus Christ, the oil of gladness. Amen. 
 
A reading from the Wisdom of Solomon (6:12-16)         please be seated 
 
Wisdom is radiant and unfading, 
and she is easily discerned by those who love her, 
and is found by those who seek her. 
She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. 
One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, 
for she will be found sitting at the gate. 
To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, 
and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, 
because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, 
and she graciously appears to them in their paths, 
and meets them in every thought. 
 
    The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon (6:17-20) 
 
The beginning of wisdom is the most sincere desire for instruction, 
and concern for instruction is love of her, 
and love of her is the keeping of her laws, 
and giving heed to her laws is assurance of immortality, 
and immortality brings one near to God; 
so the desire for wisdom leads to a kingdom. 
 

 

A Reading from the Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians (4:13-18) 
 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 
of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of 
command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 
up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the 
Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
    The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Reading      Matthew 25:1-13    please stand 

 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As 
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was 
a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got 
up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
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lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; 
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, 
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; 
and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour.” 
 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon       The Rev. Christy Laborda Harris        please be seated 

 

A period of silent reflection follows the sermon 
 

Hymn      Veni Sancte Spiritus    please stand 
 

 

Prayers of the People—Book of Common Prayer Form I  
 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 
 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Words and Music: Jacques Berthier, © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729432. All rights reserved. 
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For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this town of Sebastopol, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let 
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, 
especially those we now name… Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all the blessings of this life, we give thanks, especially those we now name… Let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed, under-employed and the destitute, for 
prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for all the departed, especially those 
we now remember… Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of St. Stephen and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 
another, and all our life, to Christ our God. To thee, O Lord our God. 
 
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and on 
earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this fellowship of 
love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and 
mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable 
through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.   
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Confession 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
Absolution 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

You are invited to pass the peace 
distanced and respectfully. 

 
The Holy Communion 

 
please be seated 

 
Offertory Solo          Eternal Light             Jean Farmer & Robin O’Brien 

Jean Farmer 
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Doxology          please stand 
 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God, all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer A—The Book of Common Prayer 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in 
your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us 

Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
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to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
As Jesus taught, we now pray. 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
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Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, 
You are welcome at this table. 
 

All are welcome at the Lord's table. You are invited to come forward when the ushers indicate. Please extend your 
hands together to receive the bread. If you are gluten free, please let us know. If you prefer a blessing, please 
cross your arms across your chest. If you would like your bread intincted (dipped in the chalice) please let the 
clergy person with the bread know before the bread is handed to you. It will be intincted for you and handed to 
you. We are no longer able to allow you to intinct the bread yourself nor are we able to place it in your mouth. 
Alternately, you may sip directly from the chalice or choose to receive the bread only. 

 
Communion Hymn         68 Rejoice, rejoice believers 

 
Post Communion Prayer         please stand 
 

Let us pray, 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.   
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Blessing 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
Dismissal           please stand 
 

Following God’s saints in the ways of holiness and truth, go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Closing Hymn   Come and seek the ways of Wisdom 

 
 
 

Music on following page 
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Come and seek the ways of Wisdom 
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