Order for Worship for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020 at 10am
Prelude
Opening Hymn — 400 All creatures of our God and King
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Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.
Mysterious God, whose imagination and desire embrace all: We seek to discern you in the interplay of forces,
in the order and the chaos of the universe, and in the complexities of every living system. Give us grace to honor your goodness in what we know and in what we do not know, in the world’s harmonies and turbulence, and
in its promise and change. For you are in, through, and beyond all that is: one God, made known to us in Jesus
Christ, through the Holy Spirit, our inspiration and guide. Amen.
Song of Praise — Sacred Creation

Words and music: Rufino Zaragoza, OFM © 1990 OCP. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729432. All rights reserved.

Collect of the Day
Let us pray,
God of debts forgiven, you call to account our hunger for power; you disturb hierarchies which crush the weak:
break the vicious cycles of revenge and domination that we might look to him whose mercy never ends, Jesus
Christ our redeemer. Amen.
A Reading from the Book of Exodus

(Exodus 14:19-31)

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and
the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near
the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night,
and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the
sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged
their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for
the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn
the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the
sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that
had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through
the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
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Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in
the Lord and in his servant Moses.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Psalm 114
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Alleluia! When Israel came out of Egypt, *
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,
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Judah became God’s sanctuary *
and Israel God’s dominion.

Response
3

The sea beheld it and fled; *
Jordan turned and went back.
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The mountains skipped like rams, *
and the little hills like young sheep.

Response
5

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled; *
O Jordan, that you turned back?
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You mountains, that you skipped like rams; *
you little hills, like young sheep?

Response
7

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of God, *
at the presence of the God of Jacob,
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Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water *
and flint-stone into a flowing spring.

Response
© Order of Saint Helena, used by permission

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans

(Romans 14:1-12)

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and
those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to
pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced
in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in
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honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give
thanks to God.
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die
to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived
again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For
we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall
bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Sequence Hymn — No saint on earth lives life to self alone
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The Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

(Matthew 18:21-35)

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I
forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven
times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and
payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing
him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would
pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave!
I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave,
as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire
debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”
Homily —The Rev. Christy Laborda Harris
Hymn — I will sing a song of mercy
I will sing a song of justice,
sing a song of praise,
sing a song of mercy,
sing a song of love.
I will live a life of justice,
live of a life of praise,
live of a life of mercy,
live of a life of love.
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Prayers of the People
Blessed God, whose love calls the whole creation into covenant with you, and who puts in our hands responsibility for the care of the earth and its creatures: we pray for all to whom you have given life and being, saying,
“Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.”
For the well-being of the earth; for its resources of water, air, light, and soil, that they may be tended for the
good of all creatures, we pray:
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For the waters of the earth; for their careful use and conservation, that we may have the will and the ability to
keep them clean and pure, we pray:
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For the mineral and energy resources of the planet, that we may learn sustainable consumption and sound care
of the environment from which they come, we pray:
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For the animals of the earth, wild and domestic, large and very small, that they may know the harmony of relationship that sustains all life, we pray:
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For the creatures of the earth who do us harm and those whose place in your creation we do not understand or
welcome, that we may see them as beloved creatures of God, we pray:
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For all who shape public policies affecting the planet and its creatures, that they may consider wisely the wellbeing of all who come after us, we pray:
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For all those engaged in conservation, in agriculture and ranching, in aquaculture and fishing, in mining and industry, and in forestry and timber-harvesting, that the health, fruitfulness, and beauty of the natural world may
be sustained alongside human activity, we pray:
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For the creatures and the human beings of your world who are ill, or in danger, pain, or special need [especially],
and for all who suffer from the unjust, violent, or wasteful use of the earth’s resources or their devastation by
war, that all may one day live in communities of justice and peace, we pray:
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For the gifts of science and technology and for those who practice these skills, that they may be wise, visionary,
and compassionate in their work, we pray:
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For the creatures and the people of the earth whose lives and deaths have contributed to the fruitful abundance
of this planet [giving thanks especially for], we pray:
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
Gracious God: Grant that your people may have in them the same mind that was in Christ Jesus,
and guide us into harmony of relationship through loving-kindness and the wise use of all that you have given;
for you are drawing all things into communion with you and with each other by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Confession
Let us confess our sin against God and God’s creation.
Holy and merciful God,
we confess that we have failed to honor you
by rightly claiming our kinship with all your creatures. We have walked heavily on your earth,
overused and wasted its resources,
taken for granted its beauty and abundance,
and treated its inhabitants unjustly,
holding future generations hostage to our greed.
Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin.
Renew in us the resolve to keep and conserve your earth as you desire and intend,
with grateful and compassionate hearts,
through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
As our savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for
ever. Amen.
Blessing
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go
in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessings be with you always. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve God’s creation. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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Closing Hymn — We give thanks unto you
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